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Court Application Filed Against the New Brunswick Government  

 

FREDERICTON: Citizens’ advocacy group Stand 4 Freedom New Brunswick has filed a court 

application on behalf of four New Brunswick government employees challenging the Provincial 

Government’s mandate requiring all civil servants to provide proof of vaccination or be placed 

on indeterminate unpaid leave effective November 19, 2021.   

The court application was filed in the Court of Queen’s Bench of New Brunswick. The Applicants 

seek a declaration that the Cabinet-approved vaccine mandate is unconstitutional and therefore 

of no force or effect. [A copy of the court application is available here.] 

The four named applicants in the court challenge are Stuart Murray, a teacher in the 

Anglophone East School District, Trista Michaud-Hachey, a teacher in the Anglophone West 

School District, Tabatha Belding, a Registered Nurse with Horizon Health, and Lisa Gorham, an 

executive assistant with Horizon Health.  

The court application outlines that the vaccine mandate violates the Canadian Charter of Rights 

and Freedoms, in particular liberty (bodily autonomy) and security of the person under section 7, 

and reasonable expectation of privacy regarding medical information and personal health 

choices, such as vaccination, under section 8. 

The applicants claim that taking away their occupation and livelihood simply for exercising their 

Charter right to freely choose what goes into their bodies is grossly disproportionate to any 

possible benefits to be achieved by the mandate, and therefore such action is not demonstrably 

justified in a free and democratic society. The Charter violations are also unjustified because 

there are less intrusive rights-restricting means available to the Provincial Government in order 

to achieve the purported objective of the mandate.  

“At the core of bodily autonomy is the ability to choose, free of all coercion, what does or does 

not go into one’s body. This free choice is the seat of all personal freedom. It is from the 

complete ownership of one’s body that all individual liberty flows. When a person receives an 

injection into their body against their will and only so that they can continue to feed their children 

and pay their rent, they no longer have sole ownership and control of their body, someone else 

does—in this case, the New Brunswick Government. Nothing is more ethically repulsive and 

nothing is more repugnant to the values of freedom that underly the legal and political heritage 

https://www.stand4freedomnb.com/legal-action-documents


 

of this once free nation of Canada than for a government to have ownership of people’s bodies,” 

said civil liberties lawyer James S. M. Kitchen. Mr. Kitchen is representing the Applicants 

alongside Fredericton lawyer, Andrew C. Clark.  

“If we can be barred from working in the public service as teachers and nurses because we 

decline irreversible medical interventions or decline to disclose to government the nature of 

those personal choices, then we no longer live in a free and equal society. Even if we could ever 

theoretically justify coercing individuals into accepting an injection in order to keep their job, we 

certainly cannot justify it in the context of a vaccine that we know is no better than natural 

immunity,” said Applicant teacher, Stuart Murray. 

The Applicants are also seeking an order that any provincial government employee who has 

been or will be disciplined as a result of the vaccine mandate be reinstated to their position and 

compensated for lost wages.  

Stand 4 Freedom NB was formed from groups of individuals concerned about the New 

Brunswick Government’s anti-democratic, rights-abrogating approach to Covid in the province. 

The advocacy group is powered by volunteers with a dual vision of fighting over-reaching Covid 

mandates and holding government accountable regarding its claims about Covid-related policy-

making. 
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